PORTIA AT  THE   LYCEUM
assumed the part of Portia on the ist of November, 1879. She was destined to repeat and, indeed, largely to increase her former success, but the revival of " The Merchant of Venice" and her share in it by no means escaped hostile criticism. Perhaps the most important, because the most intelligent, of all the attacks appeared in " Blackwood's Magazine/' The unqualified censure which the writer metes out alike to the production of the play and to the acting, almost betrays personal feeling in the matter. After analyzing the character of Portia at some length and with considerable acumen, the anonymous critic says: "If we are right in this conception of Portia, then Miss Terry's impersonation fails in its most essential point. Even those who have racked the language of panegyric in its praise have shrunk from claiming unqualified admiration for her in the trial scene. They might well do so, for at no point in it does she indicate that she appreciates the situation, or how it